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Father Bernard Reiser challenges Knights of Columbus and parish to reach out
St. Nicholas Knights help Haiti solve water problem with 6,000-gallon water truck

By Dave Hrbacek
The Catholic Spirit

A few thousand Haitians are glad a
local priest came out of retirement.

Father Bernard Reiser decided to get
back into active ministry last summer
and took an assignment as pastor of St.
Nicholas in New Market in August.

He wasted little time developing out-
reach projects. After making several trips
to Haiti over the past several years, he
was aware of some practical needs.

First, there was food. He approached a
local farmer, Leander Wagner, and said
he wanted to buy 10 tons of corn to ship
to Haiti.

“Leander and the farmers donated 10
tons of shelled corn, put it in a contain-
er and it was shipped down to Miami
and put on a ship to Haiti [in October],”
Father Reiser said.

Then, there was water.

“We knew something had to be done
because the people had no acceptable
water for drinking or household use,” he
said. “The [distribution] system was run
down, not operable.”

ather Reiser believed the solution to

the water problem was a truck to take
water from wells located in Port Au
Prince to outlying areas. So, he turned to
the St. Nicholas Knights of Columbus
Council. The Knights accepted the chal-
lenge and, last week, sent a 6,000-gallon
water truck to Miami, where it soon will
be loaded onto a ship bound for Haiti.
The final hurdle is clearing U.S.
Customs.

Openings Available for 2005/06 School Year

St. John's Offers:
¢ Affordable Tuition
4 Faith-filled Environment

¢ Challenging Curriculum
4 Financial Aid Available

For More Information call 952-935-7787

Although water currently is available
to Haitians, a rundown distribution sys-
tem combined with greed have driven
up the price of drinking water and made
it unaffordable for some. Father Reiser
and the Knights say they hope that the
water truck will eliminate the problem.

One Knight, Bob Seykora, worked to
both find and modify the truck to make
it suitable for transporting drinking
water. After canvassing New Market, he
talked to a local contractor, Tim Rud,
who donated a tractor and tank. Seykora
arranged to have a stainless steel replace-
ment tank put on, then added another
tank on a trailer. He and a group of dri-
vers drove the truck to Miami.

From there the truck will be in the
hands of Kevin McClellan of St. Stephen
in Minneapolis, who will go with the
truck to Haiti and oversee its use.

The beneficiaries of the water truck
will be residents of Citi Soliel, a section
of Port Au Prince that lies about three
miles from the nearest well.

“If I can deliver 20,000 gallons a day, I
would be happy,” McClellan said.

For the Knights, this is another item
on a growing list of big charity projects.
They already have built two houses since
the start of the new millenium, one giv-
en to a needy family and the other sold
to raise money for pro-life causes. Not
bad for a group with only 50 active
members.

“Our council has the faith to jump
into any project,” said Paul Laursen, the
council’s program director. “We think
big. . . . We'll build anything, we’ll do
anything.”

Dave Hrbacek / The Catholic Spirit
From left, Bob Seykora, Father Bernard Reiser, Debbie and Tim Rud and Paul Laursen stand
in front of a water truck they and the St. Nicholas Knights of Columbus recently sent down
to Florida for shipment to Haiti.

EXAMPLE:

A donor couple aged 68
and 65, have stock worth
$100,000 (original cost:
$20,000). They transfer the
stock into a CCF Charitable
Remainder Trust i
exchange for an annual
income — they chose 7% of
the trust’s annual value —
Jor the rest of their lives.
In addition, the tax on the
$80,000 capital gains is
completely avoided and
they receive a federal
income tax deduction of
$25,620 (5% IRS discount
rate). Then, upon their
deatbhs, the remainder of
the trust will go to their
Javorite charities.

To learn how to
create a trust for
future generations,
simply call:
651-290-1613

for future
generations

WOULD YOU LIKE TO LEAVE A LEGACY for

the future generations of this growing Archdiocese?

WOULD YOU LIKE TO RECEIVE A LIFETIME
INCOME at a rate that may be higher than your
present investments are producing?

WOULD YOU LIKE TO AVOID PAYING
CAPITAL GAINS TAX on your appreciated assets

—such as stock, farmland and other property?

A CHARITABLE REMAINDER TRUST in the
Catholic Community Foundation can help you
accomplish these goals.

Catholic Community Foundation
THE ARCHDIOGESE DF SAINT PAUL AND MINNEAPOLIS

www.catholiccommunityfoundation.org

328 WEST KELLOGG BOULEVARD, SAINT PAUL, MN 55102
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